
When I compose, I’m alternating between the micro and macro, shaping the details and then 

standing back to see how they make up the structure of the composition. While writing for this 

album I learned about diatoms, which are unicellular microalgae that live in the oceans and 

freshwater and soils. They contribute massively to the planet’s oxygen supply, and there are 

something like one hundred thousand species.  From satellite images above oceans and lakes, huge 

blooms  sometimes appear as beautiful zigzags and ribbons. Up close under a scanning electron 

microscope, you can see these incredible, ornate structures. So seeing these plants extremely close-

up and then so far away, I made a connection between the process of composition and my 

experience of nature, and that changing your proximity to the same object or idea can dramatically 

alter your experience of it, often yielding unexpected and inspiring results. 
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